Talking Points by the NEC Chairman at the meeting 

with Political Parties on April 15, 2006

Update on Rivercess District # 1 By-election. 

Preparations are well underway for the May 13, 2006 By-Election in Rivercess District #1. Planning and implementation of various components of the process has involved close collaboration between NEC and its international partners – UNMIL, IFES and UNDP. 
· 10 Town criers, 10mobilizers and 15 civic educators funded by UNMIL, IFES and UNDP have been trained and deployed throughout District #1, including the inaccessible areas, to explain the process to the electorate and encourage mass participation of registered voters in the By-Election.  Civic/ voter education materials have been produced and widely distributed within the district, including approximately 18,000 fliers funded by UNMIL and IFES. 
· Also, as part of the civic education and public outreach strategy, we have concluded arrangements for the holding of two Town Hall Forums in Rivercess District#1 – one forum in the inaccessible areas this Saturday, April 29, and another one in Cestos City on May 6, to be addressed by the NEC Chairman. 
NEC has invited the media to cover the event in Cestos and transport arrangements are being finalized. In addition, Community Outreach Teams from UNMIL Public Information will support the civic education campaign in Rivercess, including the Town Hall Forum.
· As mentioned during our last meeting, five candidates (four males and one female) were qualified to contest the By-Election. This number includes 4 political party candidates and one independent candidate. At least three of the candidates have already started campaigning in the district. 
· To support the process, Radio UNMIL has agreed to allow 10 minutes per candidate for interviews where they will be able to present their platform and answer 4-5 questions each. The candidates have been asked to contact Radio UNMIL this week April 25-29. 
· Replacement of lost and damaged Voters’ Registration Cards took place in Rivercess District #1 between April 10 – 15. 255 replacement cards were issued. 
· Poll workers from the 2005 elections in Rivercess District #1 are being recruited for the By-election. Forms and ID badges for the poll workers have been printed and polling kits have been finalized. Tally Procedures have been reviewed and finalized, and counting/tally sheet and CDs for tallying have been prepared and delivered to the district. 
· The ballot paper design has been finalized and has been sent to Accra for printing. 
· Security for the Rivercess By-election is being coordinated with UNPOL/LNP and UN military both at HQ and county level. 


Accreditation of Party and Candidate Representatives

The NEC reminds all Political Parties and Candidates to submit their applications for accreditation of their representatives to observe the electoral process in Rivercess, District # 1. 
Forms, Guidelines and Code of Conduct can be collected both at the NEC HQ as well as in the Magistrate’s Office in Cestos City. Applications should be submitted to the Magistrate’s Office no later than April 29. 

The NEC also informs that those representatives that were accredited for the 2005 elections are welcome to use their same cards to observe the Rivercess By-election on May 13. 

Destruction of Ballot Papers 

The National Elections Commission has instructed all NEC County Magistrates to proceed with the destruction of all ballot papers and other working documents from the October 11, 2005 Presidential and Legislative Elections and the November 8, 2005 Presidential Run-off Election. 

This exercise will be conducted between May 1 and May 5, 2006 in the 15 counties of Liberia; specific dates and times are to be determined by the respective county magistrates. The Commission invites political parties, candidates, observers and the media to witness the exercise. 

The destruction of ballots and related documents is in accordance with Section 4.16 of the New Elections Law of 1986 which authorizes the Commission to destroy all ballot papers once the validity of the election and its results can no longer be challenged.  

Section 4.16 states that, “The Commission shall preserve all writs issued for election, and all ballots cast and register of votes made in an election until the validity of such election and its results can no longer be disputed. The ballot papers may then be destroyed.” 


Invitation to Political Parties, Observers and Media to witness the process

Political parties, observers and media are welcome to witness this process that will take place in all counties. There are no provisions in the law requiring that this be a public exercise, nor that the process be monitored. The invitation from the NEC is therefore a cordial invitation for interested parties to attend. 

Municipal and Chieftaincy Elections

In preparation for the early conduct of Municipal and Chieftaincy elections, the Commission and the Ministry of Internal Affairs jointly established three teams to verify the actual existing cities, chiefdoms, clans and amalgamated towns or zones in each county, for which elections should be organized. The teams are traveling to the different counties across the country and are due back here in the first week of May, 2006. A report from this verification exercises is expected no later than June 30, 2006. Findings and recommendations will be shared with all stakeholders and NEC partners.


Inter-Party Consultative Committee (IPCC)

The first IPCC meeting held on the first Wednesday in April, 2006, was only attended by 10 parties. During the 2005 elections, there were 30 registered political parties, and the Commission has not received any information on parties being dissolved or whose certificate has been revoked, why the Commission wishes to remind all parties to continue to attend the IPCC meetings and keep the intent and spirit of the same as a forum for the exchange of ideas on and discussion of election matters.
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