Statement by the National Elections Commission 
27-May-2005
The National Elections Commission (NEC) is extremely concerned by the publication of a story on 26 May by the Analyst Newspaper in which irresponsible and incorrect allegations have been made about the accuracy of preliminary voter registration figures released to the public on 24 May 2005.

At the NEC press briefing last Tuesday, Chair of the Commission, Frances Johnson-Morris told members of the press that, “The nationwide voters’ registration exercise ended last Saturday (21 May) with approximately 1.2 million eligible Liberians now registered to vote on 11 October. These figures are still incomplete as the numbers of registrants for weeks three and four are still coming in from the various centres around the country. The National Elections Commission (NEC) Data Centre expects to complete processing all registration forms in two weeks time.”
The NEC also gave out copies of statistical charts produced by its Data Centre as it has been doing from the start of the registration process and clearly stated to all present that the purpose of those statistics was to give a general idea of the trends in the registration process and not the actual figures. The Commission further carefully informed the press that the printed statistics always lag behind the actual number of registrants for good and legitimate reasons.  
Data from the counties is sent to Monrovia in a number of ways; either by e-mail, phone, road or by air. The actual registration forms that are physically delivered to Monrovia from the regions are subject to delays caused by weather, bad roads, the inaccessibility of certain areas and distance. As such the Data Centre is much slower in updating its records as it takes longer to receive information and to process it. In contrast, numbers that are sent by phone or e-mail are compiled faster and thus give much higher totals and more up-to-date totals than the Data Centre at any given moment. The issue here then is not one of “conflicting figures, error or make-up”, as stated by the Analyst, but timing.  The public therefore needs to be told that the Data Centre figures will eventually catch up to those provided electronically and the final totals will be the same. 

What should also be considered in light of the facts outlined is why would the Commission invite public officials to its Data Centre if doing so meant that it would be “caught red-handed in an apparent act of forgery”?  Even more disappointing is that the Analyst’s so called “news story”, while attempting to report on a statement made on 24 May prominently placed a statistical data sheet that is five days old on its front page as evidence.

This kind of tabloid and misleading journalism is exactly what Liberia does not need as it attempts to forge peacefully ahead toward landmark elections on 11 October.  Reporting of such a standard is perhaps as dangerous to peace as the conflicts that have ripped this country apart for the last 15 years. 

The NEC categorically rejects the malicious, baseless and unfounded allegations made and calls upon all involved in the profession of journalism to serve the public truthfully and professionally with real facts as is their duty and to resist the easy option of legitimizing speculations and falsehoods or deliberately perpetuating misinformation.
The Commission further takes this opportunity to state that the final number of registered voters will be available on 15 June.
* *** *

