Statement on Rejections and Challenges
The National Elections Commission (NEC) wishes to reiterate that registering to vote in the 11 October Election is the basic right of all Liberians aged 18 years and over. 
The Commission understands, however, that there are some areas of its current voter registration exercise that need clarification.
· In the first instance, should your eligibility be questioned, you then have one of six recourses to prove your age and nationality. 
1. You can prove your age or identity with the sworn testimony of either two witnesses or a traditional leader/elder;

2. You can present either, a passport, a birth certificate, a certificate of naturalization or a certificate of renunciation of second citizenship.  
· Once any one of these proofs is presented, registrars have absolutely no authority to prevent you from registering. And at no time during this first instance should your finger be inked. 
· If your application for a voter registration card is subsequently rejected upon returning to a site because you cannot provide any of the proofs to support your eligibility, you will be issued with a Registration Rejection Form which you must take.  
· When completing this Form the Registrar will indicate the Period of Hearings so that you can appear at the Magistrates office to have your case heard.  One copy of the registration form will be kept by the Registrar and the other must be kept by you and brought to the respective Magistrate’s office during the Hearings period. 
· Hearings will be heard from 11 to 13 July 2005 in the offices of the various NEC county magistrates who are located countrywide. During this period rejections will either be upheld or overturned.
The NEC understand that there are also concerns about people who are not eligible registering to vote. The Commission assures the public that:

· In accordance with the New Elections Law Act of 1986, the Voters Registration Roll shall be available for inspection at each Voter Registration Center. 
· The Voters’ Registration Roll will be exhibited from 30 June to 02 of July 2005 in registration centres displaying the names of those people who have registered.  During this period if you believe that someone’s name should not be on this list because of ineligibility, than you can submit a challenge to the Registrar at the centre displaying this name.
· Challenges will be submitted to the NEC County Magistrate and processed during the Period of Hearings from 11 to 13 July when they will either be upheld or rejected.  If you have been rejected or your name challenged, during this period you will have to provide one of the six required proofs of your eligibility.
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