NEC Press Briefing Notes
31-May-2005

Voter Registrants Pass 1.3 Million Mark

The number of eligible Liberians who have now registered to vote on 11 October has reached an estimated 1.3 million. These figures are still incomplete as registration forms and figures are still coming in from the various centres around the country. Final figures will be available on 15 June.

As stated by the National Elections Commission (NEC) on 27 May, registration data is sent to Monrovia in a number of ways; either by e-mail, phone, road or by air. The figures provided today have by and large been collected electronically. The actual registration forms that are physically delivered from the counties to Monrovia for input into the data centre arrive much more slowly and are subject to delays caused by weather, bad roads, inaccessibility of certain areas and distance. Each form is also entered manually and individually. As such the Data Centre is much slower in updating its records and the totals are sometimes lower than the actual figures given out. 
As of today, for example, although it is known that there are now over 1.3 million registrants, the data centre has only physically received 1.27 million forms and processed 1.04 million of them so far. Last week, 18 UNMIL helicopter flights were sent to retrieve left over voter registration materials from the most isolated locations.  Retrieval by road of the remaining materials began last Friday, 27 May and will continue this week.
The guest at today’s briefing is Matthew Blakley, the NEC Data Centre Advisor, who will speak in more detail about this data collection process and clear up any misunderstandings that still exist. 

· Voter Registration Trends Show Few Changes

So far 37 percent of registrants are from Montserrado, 14 percent from Nimba, eight percent from Bong while nine are from Margibi. Women now account for 49 percent of all potential voters while 38 per cent of all registrants are aged between 18 and 27. Internally displaced persons (IDPs) currently make up five percent of all registrants with 69 percent of that group opting to register to vote in their county of origin.

· Special Registration For Returnees Continues
The special registration for returnees which began on 23 May continues and will end on Saturday 4 June. Any Liberian refugee who returned to Liberia after the formal registration process concluded on Saturday, 21 May will be able to register to vote with the County Magistrate provided they are in possession of a United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Voluntary Repatriation Form stating they returned after the final date of registration. While returnee registration so far seems to be concentrated in Grand Cape Mount and Lofa counties, at this moment there are no figures available to indicate the numbers.

Last week one news article stated that this special registration period was extended by the NEC last Tuesday.  This is incorrect.  The provisions governing returnee registration were included in Section 10 of the Voter Registration Guidelines issued on 12 April 2005.  Those provisions state, “There shall be a special extension period of registration for returnees between 23 May and 4 June 2005”.  
· Training of Exhibition Staff Finalized and Will Begin on 8 June 

Training for Exhibition staff has been prepared and finalized.  This training will be implemented as a cascade process carried out in three sequential steps. The first stage will take place in Monrovia from 8 to 9 June for NEC Assistant Magistrates and UNMIL County Electoral Advisors (CEAs).  Following this these individuals will return to the counties and impart the same training in Voter registration centres from 13 -16 June to NEC Electoral Supervisors and UNMIL Electoral Support Officers who in turn will instruct other Exhibition staff working in the counties. Overall the programme will train 3,022 people. 
In accordance with the New Elections Law Act of 1986, the Voters Registration Roll shall be available for inspection at each Voter Registration Center. This Roll will be exhibited from 30 June to 2 July 2005 displaying the names of those people who have registered.  During this period if an eligible voter believes that someone’s name should not be on this list because of ineligibility, than he or she can submit a challenge to the Registrar at the centre displaying this name.
Challenges will be submitted to the NEC County Magistrate and processed during the Period of Hearings from 11 to 13 July when they will either be upheld or rejected.

· NEC to Issue Four More Political Parties with Certificates of Registration This Afternoon 

Following today’s press briefing the NEC will issue four more political parties with certificates of registration.  They are the National Party of Liberia (NLP); Liberia Education and Development Party (LEAD); the Congress for Democratic Change (CDC) and the Union of Liberian Democrats (ULD). On 19 May the Liberty Party (LP) and the United Democratic Party (UDP) were also issued certificates of registration. 

When a party receives a certificate of registration it means that it has been officially recognized as a legal entity that has the privilege of participating in activities reserved for such entities – elections being one example in this case. These recent additions join 18 other political that have already been issued with certificates of registration and brings the total to 24. 

They other 18 parties which are signatories to the August 2003 Comprehensive Peace Agreements (CPA) are: The True Whig Party (TWP); United People’s Party (UPP); Liberia People’s Party (LPP); National Patriotic Party (NPP); Reformation Alliance Party (RAP); People’s Democratic Party of Liberia (PDPL); Liberia Action Party (LAP); National Democratic  Party of Liberia (NDPL); Unity Party (UP); Liberia National Union (LINU); Liberian Unification Party (LUP); Free Democratic Party (FDP); All Liberia Coalition Party (ALCOP); Progressive People’s Party (PPP); Labour Party of Liberia (LPL); Liberia Equal Rights Party (LERP) (National Reformation Party (NRP) and the New Deal Movement (NDM).

