Electoral Update – 17 May 2005

· Registered Voters Pass 900, 000 Mark After Third Week

As of this morning 850,000 Liberians have registered to cast their ballots in the 11 October Elections.  The voter registration exercise, which began on 25 April, will end in four days on 21 May on schedule. As stated previously, these are incomplete figures which are being updated regularly throughout the day as reports continue to come in to Monrovia.

The National Elections Commission (NEC) continues to be encouraged by the enthusiastic response to the process which registered close to 800,000 people in the first two weeks and underscores, as conveyed in its statement on 13 May, that there will be no extension of the exercise beyond 21 May. There will also be no changes in the schedules, locations or operations of mobile voter registration teams and centres.
· Women Registrants Reach 47 Percent

At the end of the third week, women’s registration increased to 47 percent as they continued to represent more than 50 percent of all registrants during the third cycle of the process. After the first week they represented 25 percent of registered voters, rising to 42 percent in the second week. NEC continues to call on eligible women to register and hopes that by the end of the exercise they will at be as equally represented as men if not more. 

· Liberia Gets New Electoral Districts

Members of Political parties yesterday received the Guidelines for the Establishment of Electoral Districts in Liberia.  The NEC issued these guidelines yesterday afternoon in meeting with parties after it had signed the document.

The guidelines, issued for the sole purpose of the 2005 Elections, draw on the Electoral Reform Law, which states that Liberia must adopt a first past the post electoral system that relies exclusively on single-member Electoral districts to elct mebers by simple majority to the House of represenatives
· NEC Affirms Election Date and Other Timelines

The Commission wishes to reiterate its statement of Friday 13 May and once more states that the framers of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) set October as the month for national elections, as set out in Liberia’s Constitution. No one therefore has the authority to call for a change to this date as this would require amending the said Constitution, the Comprehensive Peace Agreement and the 2004 Electoral Reform Law. 

Regarding other key timelines leading to Election Day, the Commission would like to underscore once again that the NEC, and no one else, is the only body vested with the authority to effect any changes to established schedules, if required. The Commission once again reaffirms the electoral time table released by it. [Full Statement Available]
· Registration Locations Will Now Process Up to 3,000 People Per Centre

Based on the excellent response in many areas where some centres have now reached their quota of 2,000 persons per location, as provided for in the Voters’ Registration Regulations, the NEC decided at the end of last week to increase the maximum number of registrants per location.  Until 21 May, centres which are near to others will be provided with materials to register an additional 500 applicants - bringing the total numbers allowed there to 2,500.  In isolated areas, where it is not possible for applicants to be redirected elsewhere, the NEC has permitted such centres to register a total of 3,000 applicants.

· NEC Calls on IDPs to Register and Increase Their Numbers

Internally displaced persons (IDPs) currently make up five percent of total registrants, with 73 percent of them opting to register to vote in their counties of origin. Special provisions have been made to accommodate the needs of IDPs for the upcoming elections. They have the choice of registering in their camps to vote either in their counties of origin, or to cast their ballot on Election Day in a polling centre near to their camps. Should they however opt to vote in their counties of origin, then these IDPS will have to return there to vote on Election Day. 

The NEC wishes to reiterate that while the return of IDPs to their home counties is always desirable in any given case scenario, it also recognizes that they this may not always be possible. This is why there two options for registration are available. The Commission is therefore concerned by media reports that state that although IDPs can register in camps they can only vote by returning home.  Based on the voter registration guidelines this is incorrect and misleading.  The NEC nevertheless continues to call on IDPs to exercise their basic right as citizens and register to vote using any of the two options available to them, so that they too can have more representation when the day comes to decide the future of their country. 
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· Registered Voters Reach Million Mark After Third Week

Following the third week of voter’s registration up to 1 million Liberians are now estimated to have registered to cast their ballots in the 11 October Elections. As stated previously, these are incomplete figures which are updated regularly throughout the day as reports continue to come in to Monrovia. The National Elections Commission (NEC) is optimistic that as there are still a large number of sites from which data has not been received these figures may well swell beyond this landmark in the coming days. In a press briefing yesterday, Chair of the Commission, Cllr. Frances Morris-Johnson, highlighted the high numbers, underscoring that they spoke for themselves and should be considered before any hasty and unfounded speculations. “More than 950,000 are registered and others are obviously willing to continue doing so despite the 12 hours that some people are allegedly walking”, she added.  

The Voters Registration process will end this Saturday 21 May as scheduled.

· Women Registrants Reach 47 Percent

At the end of week three women’s registration increased to 48 percent.  In that week they represented more than 54 percent of all registrants. After the first period they made up 25 percent of the registered voters, rising to 42 percent in the second. The NEC continues to call on eligible women to register and hopes that by the end of the exercise they will at be as equally represented as men if not more. In addition, the majority of registrants fall within the 32-18 age group making up 52 percent of all registrants. Forty one percent of all registrants are from Montserrado followed by Nimba with 12 percent,  Bong eight percent and Marghibi accounting for another 8 percent.

· Registration Locations Will Now Process Up To 3,000 People Per Centre

Based on the excellent response in many areas where some centres have now reached their quota of 2,000 persons per location, as provided for in the Voters’ Registration Regulations, the NEC decided last week (11 May) to increase the maximum number of registrants per location.  Until 21 May when the voter registration exercise ends, centres which are near to others will be provided with materials to register an additional 500 applicants - bringing the total numbers allowed there to 2,500.  In isolated areas, where it is not possible for applicants to be redirected elsewhere, the NEC has permitted such centres to register a total of 3,000 applicants.

· Liberia to Get New Electoral Districts

Yesterday afternoon the National Elections Commission issued its Guidelines for the Establishment of Electoral Districts in Liberia.  These guidelines, issued for the 2005 Elections, draw on the 2004 Electoral Reform Law, according to which Liberia must adopt a first past the post electoral system that relies exclusively on single-member districts to elect members by simple majority to the House of Representatives. This law also states that it is not necessary to allocate seats accordingly.  Further it specifies that 64 seats shall be distributed among 15 counties on the basis of the number registered voters in each country, provided no county receive less than two seats.  In addition, no electoral district shall cross a county boundary while districts will be contiguous wherever practicable.

Based on the guidelines, after the number of registered voters in each county has been tabulated, the total number of registered voters for all counties as well as the population quota can be established. Two seats will be automatically allocated to each county, irrespective of the number of registered voters in that county - taking care of 30 of the 64 that will be distributed. The remaining 34 are going to be allocated on the basis of the relative number of registered voters in each county.  Only counties with the requisite quotas will be awarded any of these 34 seats each time it achieves a quota. 

According to the guidelines, for the House of Representative Elections, NEC will also establish 64 electoral districts from amalgamated units of voter registration centres based on the tabulated number of persons registered to vote at each centre. The primary criterion for the establishment of districts will be the total number of registered voters in a given county.

The Commission will publish the final electoral districts on or before 15 July.

To date the NEC has also issued: Guidelines for Political Parties and Independent Candidates; Guidelines on Coalitions and Alliances; Voter Registration Regulations as well as Observer Guidelines and Code of Conduct.

· NEC Calls on IDPs to Register and Increase Their Numbers

Internally displaced persons (IDPs) currently make up five percent of total registrants, with 71 percent opting to vote in their counties of origin.  Thirty two percent have opted to vote in Lofa, 11 percent in Gbarpolu and 10 percent in Bomi .

As provided for in the Voters’ Registration Regulations, IDPs have the choice of registering in their camps to vote either in their counties of origin or, to cast their ballot on Election Day in a polling centre near to their camps. Should they, however, opt for their counties of origin, then these IDPS will have to return home to vote on Election Day. 

The NEC wishes to reiterate that while the return of IDPs to their home counties is always desirable in any given case scenario, and not just for the sake of elections, it also recognizes that they this may not always be possible. This is why there two options for registration are available. The Commission is therefore concerned by media reports that imply that although IDPs can register in camps they can only vote by returning home or that they can only register if they are going to vote in their home counties.  Based on the Voters’ Registration Regulations this is inaccurate.  The NEC nevertheless continues to call on IDPs to exercise their basic right as citizens and register to vote using any of the two options available to them. 

· Registration Staff to be Paid at End of Voter Registration Exercise

The National Elections Commission wishes to confirm that all voter registration staff will be paid for their services at the end of the registration exercise and will receives salaries that cover 29 days of employment.

· NEC Affirms Election Date and Other Timelines

The National Elections Commission (NEC) continues to be encouraged by the enthusiastic response to the process which registered close to 800,000 people in the first two weeks and seems poised to comfortably pass the million voters threshold in the coming days. It underscores, as conveyed in its statement on 13 May, that there will be no extension of the exercise beyond 21 May. 
The Commission reiterates its statement of Friday 13 May and once more states that the framers of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) set October as the month for national elections, as set out in Liberia’s 1986 Constitution. No one therefore has the authority to call for a change to this date as this would require amending the said Constitution, the Comprehensive Peace Agreement and the 2004 Electoral Reform Law. 

Regarding other key timelines leading to Election Day, the Commission would like to underscore once again that the NEC, and no one else, is the only body vested with the authority to effect any changes to established schedules, if required. The Commission once again reaffirms the electoral time table released by it.
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· Registered Voters Reach Million Mark After Third Week

Following the third week of voter’s registration up to 1 million Liberians are now estimated to have registered to cast their ballots in the 11 October Elections. As stated previously, these are incomplete figures which are updated regularly throughout the day as reports continue to come in to Monrovia. The National Elections Commission (NEC) is optimistic that as there are still a large number of sites from which data has not been received these figures may well swell beyond this landmark in the coming days. In a press briefing yesterday, Chair of the Commission, Cllr. Frances Morris-Johnson, highlighted the high numbers, underscoring that they spoke for themselves and should be considered before any hasty and unfounded speculations. “More than 950,000 are registered and others are obviously willing to continue doing so despite the 12 hours that some people are allegedly walking”, she added.  

The Voters Registration process will end this Saturday 21 May as scheduled.

· Women Registrants Reach 48 Percent of Total

At the end of week three women’s registration increased to 48 percent.  In that week they represented more than 54 percent of all registrants. After the first period they made up 25 percent of the registered voters, rising to 42 percent in the second. The NEC continues to call on eligible women to register and hopes that by the end of the exercise they will at be as equally represented as men if not more. In addition, the majority of registrants fall within the 32-18 age group making up 52 percent of all registrants. Forty one percent of all registrants are from Montserrado followed by Nimba with 12 percent, Bong eight percent with Marghibi accounting for another 8 percent.

· Registration Locations Will Now Process Up To 3,000 People Per Centre

Based on the excellent response in many areas where some centres have now reached their quota of 2,000 persons per location, as provided for in the Voters’ Registration Regulations, the NEC decided last week (11 May) to increase the maximum number of registrants per location.  Until 21 May when the voter registration exercise ends, centres which are near to others will be provided with materials to register an additional 500 applicants - bringing the total numbers allowed there to 2,500.  In isolated areas, where it is not possible for applicants to be redirected elsewhere, the NEC has permitted such centres to register a total of 3,000 applicants.

· Liberia to Get New Electoral Districts

On 16 May the National Elections Commission issued its Guidelines for the Establishment of Electoral Districts in Liberia.  These guidelines, issued for the 2005 Elections, draw on the 2004 Electoral Reform Law, according to which Liberia must adopt a first past the post electoral system that relies exclusively on single-member districts to elect members by simple majority to the House of Representatives. This law also states that it is not necessary to allocate seats accordingly.  Further it specifies that 64 seats shall be distributed among 15 counties on the basis of the number registered voters in each country, provided no county receive less than two seats.  In addition, no electoral district shall cross a county boundary while districts will be contiguous wherever practicable.

Based on the guidelines, after the number of registered voters in each county has been tabulated, the total number of registered voters for all counties as well as the population quota can be established. Two seats will be automatically allocated to each county, irrespective of the number of registered voters in that county - taking care of 30 of the 64 that will be distributed. The remaining 34 are going to be allocated on the basis of the relative number of registered voters in each county.  Only counties with the requisite quotas will be awarded any of these 34 seats each time it achieves a quota. 

According to the guidelines, for the House of Representative Elections, NEC will also establish 64 electoral districts from amalgamated units of voter registration centres based on the tabulated number of persons registered to vote at each centre. The primary criterion for the establishment of districts will be the total number of registered voters in a given county.

The Commission will publish the final electoral districts on or before 15 July.

To date the NEC has also issued: Guidelines for Political Parties and Independent Candidates; Guidelines on Coalitions and Alliances; Voter Registration Regulations as well as Observer Guidelines and Code of Conduct.

· NEC Calls on IDPs to Register and Increase Their Numbers

Internally displaced persons (IDPs) currently make up five percent of total registrants, with 71 percent opting to vote in their counties of origin.  Thirty two percent have opted to vote in Lofa, 11 percent in Gbarpolu and 10 percent in Bomi.

As provided for in the Voters’ Registration Regulations, IDPs have the choice of registering in their camps to vote either in their counties of origin or, to cast their ballot on Election Day in a polling centre near to their camps. Should they, however, opt for their counties of origin, then these IDPS will have to return home to vote on Election Day. 

The NEC wishes to reiterate that while the return of IDPs to their home counties is always desirable in any given case scenario, and not just for the sake of elections, it also recognizes that they this may not always be possible. This is why there two options for registration are available. The Commission is therefore concerned by media reports that imply that although IDPs can register in camps they can only vote by returning home or that they can only register if they are going to vote in their home counties.  Based on the Voters’ Registration Regulations this is inaccurate.  The NEC nevertheless continues to call on IDPs to exercise their basic right as citizens and register to vote using any of the two options available to them. 

· Registration Staff to be Paid at End of Voter Registration Exercise

The National Elections Commission wishes to confirm that all voter registration staff will be paid for their services at the end of the registration exercise and will receives salaries that cover 29 days of employment.

· NEC Affirms Election Date and Other Timelines

The National Elections Commission (NEC) continues to be encouraged by the enthusiastic response to the process which registered close to 800,000 people in the first two weeks and seems poised to comfortably pass the million voters threshold in the coming days. It underscores, as conveyed in its statement on 13 May, that there will be no extension of the exercise beyond 21 May. 
The Commission reiterates its statement of Friday 13 May and once more states that the framers of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) set October as the month for national elections, as set out in Liberia’s 1986 Constitution. No one therefore has the authority to call for a change to this date as this would require amending the said Constitution, the Comprehensive Peace Agreement and the 2004 Electoral Reform Law. 

Regarding other key timelines leading to Election Day, the Commission would like to underscore once again that the NEC, and no one else, is the only body vested with the authority to effect any changes to established schedules, if required. The Commission once again reaffirms the electoral time table released by it.

NEC Press Briefing Notes
31-May-2005
Voter Registrants Pass 1.3 Million Mark

The number of eligible Liberians who have now registered to vote on 11 October has reached an estimated 1.3 million. These figures are still incomplete as registration forms and figures are still coming in from the various centres around the country. Final figures will be available on 15 June.

As stated by the National Elections Commission (NEC) on 27 May, registration data is sent to Monrovia in a number of ways; either by e-mail, phone, road or by air. The figures provided today have by and large been collected electronically. The actual registration forms that are physically delivered from the counties to Monrovia for input into the data centre arrive much more slowly and are subject to delays caused by weather, bad roads, inaccessibility of certain areas and distance. Each form is also entered manually and individually. As such the Data Centre is much slower in updating its records and the totals are sometimes lower than the actual figures given out. 

As of today, for example, although it is known that there are now over 1.3 million registrants, the data centre has only physically received 1.27 million forms and processed 1.04 million of them so far. Last week, 18 UNMIL helicopter flights were sent to retrieve left over voter registration materials from the most isolated locations.  Retrieval by road of the remaining materials began last Friday, 27 May and will continue this week.
The guest at today’s briefing is Matthew Blakley, the NEC Data Centre Advisor, who will speak in more detail about this data collection process and clear up any misunderstandings that still exist. 

· Voter Registration Trends Show Few Changes

So far 37 percent of registrants are from Montserrado, 14 percent from Nimba, eight percent from Bong while nine are from Margibi. Women now account for 49 percent of all potential voters while 38 per cent of all registrants are aged between 18 and 27. Internally displaced persons (IDPs) currently make up five percent of all registrants with 69 percent of that group opting to register to vote in their county of origin.

· Special Registration For Returnees Continues

The special registration for returnees which began on 23 May continues and will end on Saturday 4 June. Any Liberian refugee who returned to Liberia after the formal registration process concluded on Saturday, 21 May will be able to register to vote with the County Magistrate provided they are in possession of a United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Voluntary Repatriation Form stating they returned after the final date of registration. While returnee registration so far seems to be concentrated in Grand Cape Mount and Lofa counties, at this moment there are no figures available to indicate the numbers.


Last week one news article stated that this special registration period was extended by the NEC last Tuesday.  This is incorrect.  The provisions governing returnee registration were included in Section 10 of the Voter Registration Guidelines issued on 12 April 2005.  Those provisions state, “There shall be a special extension period of registration for returnees between 23 May and 4 June 2005”.  

· Training of Exhibition Staff Finalized and Will Begin on 8 June 

Training for Exhibition staff has been prepared and finalized.  This training will be implemented as a cascade process carried out in three sequential steps. The first stage will take place in Monrovia from 8 to 9 June for NEC Assistant Magistrates and UNMIL County Electoral Advisors (CEAs).  Following this these individuals will return to the counties and impart the same training in Voter registration centres from 13 -16 June to NEC Electoral Supervisors and UNMIL Electoral Support Officers who in turn will instruct other Exhibition staff working in the counties. Overall the programme will train 3,022 people. 

In accordance with the New Elections Law Act of 1986, the Voters Registration Roll shall be available for inspection at each Voter Registration Center. This Roll will be exhibited from 30 June to 2 July 2005 displaying the names of those people who have registered.  During this period if an eligible voter believes that someone’s name should not be on this list because of ineligibility, than he or she can submit a challenge to the Registrar at the centre displaying this name.
Challenges will be submitted to the NEC County Magistrate and processed during the Period of Hearings from 11 to 13 July when they will either be upheld or rejected.

· NEC to Issue Four More Political Parties with Certificates of Registration This Afternoon 

Following today’s press briefing the NEC will issue four more political parties with certificates of registration.  They are the National Party of Liberia (NLP); Liberia Education and Development Party (LEAD); the Congress for Democratic Change (CDC) and the Union of Liberian Democrats (ULD). On 19 May the Liberty Party (LP) and the United Democratic Party (UDP) were also issued certificates of registration. 

When a party receives a certificate of registration it means that it has been officially recognized as a legal entity that has the privilege of participating in activities reserved for such entities – elections being one example in this case. These recent additions join 18 other political that have already been issued with certificates of registration and brings the total to 24. 

They other 18 parties which are signatories to the August 2003 Comprehensive Peace Agreements (CPA) are: The True Whig Party (TWP); United People’s Party (UPP); Liberia People’s Party (LPP); National Patriotic Party (NPP); Reformation Alliance Party (RAP); People’s Democratic Party of Liberia (PDPL); Liberia Action Party (LAP); National Democratic  Party of Liberia (NDPL); Unity Party (UP); Liberia National Union (LINU); Liberian Unification Party (LUP); Free Democratic Party (FDP); All Liberia Coalition Party (ALCOP); Progressive People’s Party (PPP); Labour Party of Liberia (LPL); Liberia Equal Rights Party (LERP) (National Reformation Party (NRP) and the New Deal Movement (NDM).

Press Release

Special Committee on the CDC case submits report to Board of   Commissioners  

(NEC: May 12, 2005, Monrovia, Liberia) The Special Committee set up by the National Elections Commission (NEC) to investigate the objections raised by one Christian Peah against the published listing of the proposed Congress for Democratic Change (CDC) has submitted its findings to the Board of Commissioners. 

A NEC release issued today says,  based upon the findings of the Committee, the Board of Commissioners will now review and give a final position of the NEC in accordance with the Guidelines  Relating to the Registration of Political Parties and Independent Candidates.

NEC further informs the proposed CDC and the objector, Christian Peah that the Committee’s report read before the parties today is not the final position of the Commission.

The release pointed out that a decision on the fate of the proposed CDC and the objector will be shortly announced when all of the Commissioners return to the capital in the next few days.  

Signed: ____________________________

               The Information Officer/NEC

