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· Over 1.3 Million Liberians Registrants On Provisional Voters’ Roll
According to the National Elections Commission (NEC) Data Centre there are 1,352,556 Liberians on the provisional Voters’ role. Of that total 676,173 (50 percent) are women while 676,383 are men (50 percent). The average age of registrants is 35, with 40 percent of potential voters less than 28 years old. Five percent of all registrations are internally displaced people (IDPs) with 71 percent of that group choosing to vote in their county of origin. 


On the issue of IDPs, there have been media reports either highlighting “the low and disappointing” participation of IDPs, or incorrectly stating that only five percent of all IDPs in camps have registered to vote. According to UNMIL estimates, as of 15 June, there were some 140,000 displaced persons in formal camps around the country. Of that total 61,196 (44 percent) had registered to vote. There are, however, no concrete figures to establish just how many displaced people have returned home without assistance who may also have registered. UNMIL also estimates that there are some 20,000 IDPs residing in spontaneous settlements, some of whom again may also have registered. Finally, not all IDPs in camps are of eligible voting age. The slant by some members of the press on the “disappointing” and “low IDP registration figures” is therefore somewhat misleading when one looks at the number of IDP voter registrants in their correct context. 
The total number of registrants per county is as follows:

	County
	Registrations

	Bomi
	             38,524 

	Bong
	           146,342 

	Gbarpolu
	             22,505 

	Grand Bassa
	           100,601 

	Grand Cape Mount
	             37,328 

	Grand Gedeh
	             31,729 

	Grand Kru
	             18,725 

	Lofa
	             87,119 

	Margibi
	             98,279 

	Maryland
	             39,004 

	Montserrado
	           473,193 

	Nimba
	           190,262 

	River Cess
	             18,809 

	River Gee
	             22,000 

	Sinoe
	             28,136 

	Total
	    1,352,556


· NEC Concludes Awareness Meetings With Community Leaders In Counties

The NEC concluded the last of its consultative electoral awareness meetings with community leaders in Kakata last Thursday and Friday (16-17 June). The meetings, which covered Margibi and Montserrado counties, brought together traditional and local leaders for general civic education on the upcoming electoral process. Participants were briefed by NEC Chair Cllr. Frances Morris-Johnson who was accompanied by the six other Commissioners.
At the final session last week local leaders were also addressed by the Chinese Ambassador and representatives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the International Republican Institute (IRI). UNMIL’s Electoral Division also made remarks as an observer. Following the opening statements participants joined interactive groups in which key electoral issues were discussed in more depth. 
These consultative sessions began at the end of last year with each one covering some two to three counties at a time. 

· NEC Begins Exercise To Delimit Electoral Districts

When Liberia’s Elections take place in October, Members of the House of Representatives will be elected from electoral districts. Based on this the NEC has recently begun delimiting these districts.  

The initial step is the allocation of House seats to each county. According to the 2004 Electoral Reform Law (Section 4), for the 2005 election, members of the House of Representatives will hold 64 seats. In the absence of any recent population census, these 64 seats will be distributed among Liberia’s 15 counties, with each county automatically guaranteed two seats regardless of population. Following this, a specific number of additional seats have been allocated based on each county’s number of registered voters. Those with more voters will receive more seats.  

The 64 House seats have therefore been allocated in the following manner:

	County
	Number of Seats Assigned

	Bomi
	3

	Bong
	6

	Gbarpolu
	3

	Grand Bassa
	4

	Grand Cape Mount
	3

	Grand Gedeh
	3

	Grand Kru
	2

	Lofa
	4

	Margibi
	4

	Maryland
	3

	Montserrado
	14

	Nimba
	7

	River Cess
	2

	River Gee
	3

	Sinoe
	3


After assigning seats to each county, electoral districts equal to the number of allotted seats are being drawn within each county. Several criteria are guiding this process which should be completed in the next couple of days:

· Population across electoral districts should be relatively equal;

· Electoral districts should be one compact regularly shaped geographic unit;

· Geographical features such as rivers should be taken into account;

· Administrative boundaries, including, administrative districts and tribal as well as chiefdom boundaries, for example, should be kept intact as much as possible;
· Communities of interest should be respected as much as possible.
After the electoral districts are created, there will be a review process. Meetings will be held with stakeholders, describing the electoral districts created and asking for their assistance in identifying any possible errors. It is expected that the review process, and any corrections made as a result of this process, will be completed by mid-July. The goal is also to publish the final districts by that date before the candidate nomination process begins.   
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