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                                                                                                                                                  30 August 2005                                                                                                                                                         
Talking Points
Cllr. Frances Johnson-Morris 

Chair of the National Elections Commission

· NEC to Issue Voter Replacement Cards

Replacement of VR cards will take place from 17th to 30th September, 2005. Persons who have lost their cards will be able to request for a Replacement card to be issued in the NEC County Electoral Magistrates office only. The Magistrates will receive a listing of all persons registered in that County, and will be able to check when someone comes in whether they registered during the registration period or not.  If they did register, they will be issued a Replacement card there and then by the Magistrate.  The card will have the word "Replacement" written on it.  

On polling day, each voting precinct will receive a list of any of their voters to whom Replacement cards were issued.  The word "Replacement" will be then be written across that person's name on the voters list.  The person will ONLY be able to vote with the Replacement card. If the voter finds the misplaced card between the time of being given a new card and polling day, he/she is to use only the Replacement card. 
· NEC Files Bill of Exceptions

NEC’s appeal to a Civil law court contradiction of “each voter shall have one vote” stipulated in the Electoral reform law has been concluded with an appeal to the Supreme Court of Liberia. NEC is awaiting response from the Supreme Court.
· Observer Accreditation 
A coordination office to be housed at the NEC building is being established to serve as the focal point for Election observers. To date, NEC has accredited 2 observer groups; (11 Domestic, 10 International) and 1 Political Party. Some International organizations which have branches in Liberia are forwarding applications on behalf of their parent offices, partners or affiliates, and therefore the number of observers on the ground is expected to grow rapidly.

· NEC Invites Candidates to Observe Printing

NEC is extending an invitation to Political Party representatives and Independent Candidates to inspect the ballot printing process.  The IPCC will designate who can go to observe. This invitation is intended to promote transparency in the process and is an opportunity for Political Parties to be assured of the integrity of the workings of the NEC. Parties and candidates taking advantage of this opportunity will travel to Ghana at their own cost.
· Polling Materials Arriving in Liberia

Polling day materials coming from outside Liberia have begun arriving in the country. The first consignment of 9 Sea Containers containing ballot boxes and voter screens arrived over the weekend from Europe and Canada, as did the first of four shipments of training manuals from Ghana. 9 more containers holding polling materials are expected to arrive by the end of this week. Materials will be sent to the counties in 54 deliveries. This task is to be completed before the end of September. Inbound supplies tally up to an approximate 880 tonnes of materials.
· NEC Chair to Tour Liberia

The NEC Chair is to embark on a 7-day nationwide tour of Liberia.  Cllr. Frances Johnson-Morris will assess the level of preparedness for the elections in the counties. The tour, running from 1st to 7th of September, will be an interactive experience whereby the Chair will be briefed by NEC County Magistrates and witness Civic/Voter Education in action. Other NEC Commissioners will visit their areas of oversight upon the chair’s return. The tour will kick off in Gbarpolu.
· Release of Voters Education Song
Crusaders for Peace will release a voter education song in collaboration with NEC. The song will be availed to commercial and community radio stations for public dissemination. The messages in the song are about voting day, and encourage Liberians to bring their cards, form orderly queues, bring umbrellas etc. There are two versions of the song, one in Standard English and one in Liberian English. 
· Summary of Questions and Answers

Answering a question on how exactly the NEC would determine that those who turned out for the Replacement cards were indeed registered voters who had lost their VR cards, Cllr. Johnson-Morris said the Commission would use the Final Registration Roll to verify this. She said if a voter’s details are found on the voters roll, the voter’s photograph will be taken and a new voter registration card clearly marked “Replacement” will be issued. 

Asked whether people who did not register to vote during the Voter Registration period will be allowed to register and be issued a voter card during the Replacement period in September, the Chair clarified that there will be no additional registration of new voters. She reiterated that the exercise is one of replacement, not issuance of new voter cards.
In response to a question concerning which domestic observers had been accredited by the NEC, the Chair disclosed that most of the domestic observers that have so far received accreditation are from the civil society. She however said a political party representative had also been accredited by the Commission.

Responding to a question about the transparency of the ongoing ballot printing process in Ghana, and the invitation extended by the NEC to candidates’ representatives to observe the process, the Chair pointed out that the Commission was very keen to assure the candidates, parties and the public that the entire electoral process was transparent. She urged candidates’ representatives to take advantage of the opportunity to observe the printing of the ballots.


Concerning the color of the three kinds of ballots and the kind of ballot boxes that would be used during polling, the NEC Chair disclosed that the ballot for President/Vice President will have a red stripe; the ballot for Senate will be blue; and the ballot for House of Representatives, green.  She said transparent ballot boxes will be used for polling.

Asked to comment on the status of cases involving people arrested and sent to court for attempting multiple registrations during the Voter Registration exercise, Cllr. Johnson-Morris said prosecution is underway. The Chair however noted that the Commission could not dictate the pace of the court proceedings.      

***
